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JOSEPH GARDNER 


Foreign Hard and Fancy Wood Merchants, — 
LIVERPOOL AND LONDON, 


Importers of Beefwood, Black Ebony, Blackwood, Bird Eye Maple @ 
Boxwood, Pencil Cedar, Cornel, Cocobolo, Cocuswood, Hickory, Lance. 
wood, Lignum Vite, Partridgewood, Persimmons, Rosewood, Sabien, 
Satinwood, Snakewood, Tulipwood, Walnut (Circassian and American 
Yewtree, Zapatero, Zebrawood, &c., &c. ; 


Manufacturers of Ash Boat Oars, Handspikes, and of 
Cornel and Persimmons Shuttle Blocks. | 


ESTABLISHED 1859. Telegrams: “ BLEZARDS, GUY, PADIHAM.” 


JAMES BLEZARD & SONS, GUY FOUNDRY, 


PADIHAM, LANCASHIRE. 


Makers of all kinds of 


100M TEMPLES 


Temple Rollers. 
MACHINISTS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, &c. 


Inventors and Patentees of the Patent Steel-capped ‘‘True” Temples, as illustrated above, of which more” 
than 400,000 pairs have been sold. The best Temple in the Market. Samples on application. 


SCOTT ADIE, 


Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s 
CLOAK MAKER TO THE ROYAL FAMILY, — 
Telegrams—“ Scott Adie, London.” 
CARRIAGE. RUGS. HIGHLAND OUTFITS. 


WATERPROOF CLOAKS. 

MAUDS AND PLAIDS. VICUNA & FINE CASHMERE CLOTHS 
REAL HOMESPUNS. SHETLAND 


HAND-KNIT STOCKINGS. SCOTCH 
TARTANS, IN SILK,: WOOL, AND POPLIN. 
WHOLESALE AMD RETAIL. CATALOGUES POST FREE: 


THE ROYAL SCOTCH WAREHOUSE, 115 & 1152, REGENT ST. (Corner of Vigo St.), LONDOR, Wy 
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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
_ month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
54d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 511 and 512. 
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RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Return, Joint Stock Companies. (359.) Price 3s. 


According to this Return, which is compiled annually by the 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, the number of companies 
registered in the United Kingdom during the year 1898 was 
5,065, with a total nominal share capital of 272,287,6901. The 
total number of all registered companies carrying on business in 
the United Kingdom in April, 1899, so far as known to the 
Registrar, was 27,969, and their aggregate paid-up capital was 
1,512,098,0981. 


Agricultural Statistics, Ireland. (C. 9,488.) Price 24d. 


This Report, which is issued annually by the Registrar-General, 
Dublin, deals with the area under crops in Ireland, produce of the 
crops, and bee-keeping. The produce of the principal crops in 
1899, as compared with 1898, was as follows :— 


1898, 1899, 

Cwts. Cwts. 
Wheat... 994,513 927,452 
Barley... bus 2,979,610 3,040,083 
Oats 18,684,258 17,895,880 
Rye 157,968 155,738 

Tons. Tons. 
Potatoes ... 2,942,263 2,760,287 
Turnips ... 5,162,886 4,309,053 
Mangel wurzel & beetroot... 1,009,573 1,065,961 
Flax = ie 6,724 7,158 


The acreage under the principal crops in 1899, and the average 
yield per statute acre, were as follow :— 


Acreage Acreage 
1898. 1899. 

Wheat... 52,798 51,866 
Barley ... 158,012 169,469 
Rye jhe 12,589 12,113 
Potatoes ... 664,864 662,914 
Turnips ... 306,929 801,449 
Mangel wurzel & beetroot 55,955 62,714 
Flax 34,467 34,989 


Railway Passenger Communication.  Citreular from the Board 
of Trade to the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom, and 
Correspondence relating thereto. (Cd. 71). Price 33d. 


This return contains a circular sent from the Board of Trade 
to the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom calling atten- 
tion to the Report of the Committee on Railway Passenger 
Communication, and enquiring what steps the Companies pro- 
posed to take in the direction of carrying out the recommendations 
ot the Committee. The replies received from the various railway 
compai.es are included in the present return. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders from such persons as may: be willing to 
‘ a supply carriages and brake vans. 

Serennges 9 The conditions of contract may be obtained 

Brake Vans. on application to the Director General of Stores, 
India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at 
that Office by two o’clock p.m. on Tuesday the 6th inst., after 
which time no tender will be received. 


Tenders for 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—The names of Canadian shippers of dried 
codfish are asked for. ; 

_ Animportant London firm of manufacturers of lubricants desires 
to enter into communication with Canadian importers of solidified 
lubricant, petroleum jelly, oils, greases, &c. 

Enquiry is made for the names of Canadian manufacturers of 
paraffin wax and exporters of graphite, crude oils, asbestos fibre, 
asbestos, soapstone, mica and other mineral substances. 

Canadian manufacturers are invited by the promoters of an 
International Patentees’ Exchange and Mart to take advantage of 
the opportunity their exhibition department affords for the display 
of Canadian-made goods. A sales department is also being 
organised, and it is claimed that through this a large number of 
wholesale buyers throughout the kingdom will be made acquainted 
with the exhibits. 


Canadian Enquiries.—The names of a few lead pipe manufac- 
turers are asked for by a correspondent in Ottawa. 


Enquiries 
relating to Trade. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A Midlands manufacturer of saddlery and 
harness furniture of all kinds is prepared to appoint Canadian 
resident agent possessing good connection. 

A Yorkshire manufacturer of, and dealer in, furniture would like 
to hear from Canadian exporters of furniture. 

A prominent London firm of mica merchants are open to pur- 
chase regular supplies of suitable quality Canadian mica, if 

az 
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Openings for British Wrade. 


satisfactory arrangements can be made, and invite communications 
and samples from producers of good standing with experience of 
the trade. 


Canadian Enquiries——A Quebec manufacturer would like to hear 
from importers of maple mangle rollers, as he possesses facilities 
for supplying same in quantity. 

An Ontario house asks for names of importers of spools, tool 
handles, &c. 

A Canadian manufacturer of medium ash and elm bedroom 
furniture wishes to be placed in communication with importers. 


GERMANY. 


The Philadelphia ‘‘ Manufacturer,” of Ist February, states that, 

according to recent advices from Bochum, the 
Mining Timber. centre of the great Rhenish Westphalian coal 

mining district a great scarcity exists in the 
supply of mining timber, and that prices have risen to a hitherto 
unknown height. Many new shafts have been sunk during the last 
few years, and a number of large new collieries are in course of 
construction. ‘The output of coal throughout the whole district is 
steadily increasing, and the mines are using all their capacity to 
meet the growing demand of the blast furnaces and engineering 
works. Exporters of timber may do well to investigate the 
possibilities of that market. Freight rates are low ; shipments 
should be made via Rotterdam, whence they can be sent up the 
Rhine to Diisseldorf, Ruhrort, or Duisburg. Two large companies 
control about 50 per cent. of all the mines ; they are the Gelsen- 
kirchener Bergbau Actien Gesellschaft, with headquarters at 
Rhein Elbe, near Gelsenkirchen, Westphalia, and the Harpener 
Bergbau Actien Gesellschaft, with headquarters at Dortmiind, the 
great industrial and commercial metropolis of the province of 
Westphalia. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette,” of the 24th ultimo, announces that the 
. lan for electric traction in that city entitled 
four separate sections, is open for inspection by 
those interested. Up to the 21st inst., such persons may formulate 
whatever criticisms and objections they may consider their interests 
demand. 
Some further particulars are given in the extract from the 
‘Madrid Gazette,” which may be seen at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. 


ways in Madrid. 
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ROUMANIA. 


The imports of stoves and ranges into Roumania are assuming 

Seeven end large proportions, having reached during 

the year 1898 the value of about 700,000 

Ranges. francs. The Philadelphia ‘ Manufacturer,” of 

Ist February, notes that, with the development of the Roumanian 

coal industry the demand for a better class of cooking stove is 

owing. A considerable demand exists also for petroleum stoves, 

both for heating and cooking. The duty is low, amounting only 

to 5 lei per 100 kilogrammes, or about 2s. 04d. per cwt. Chief 
centres of the trade are Bucharest and Galatz. 


ARGENTINA. 


The New York “Journal of Commerce” of 8th February points 
out that the reduction of the duty on type-_ 

Typewriters. writing machines in the Argentine Republic 
from 25 per cent. to 5 per cent. ad valorem 


is an important change in the tariff of that country for the 


current year. This should increase the exports of type-writers 
very materially to Argentina. 


PERSIA. 


The Philadelphia ‘“ Manufacturer,” of Ist February, states that Persia 
is a valuable market for all kinds of hardware. 
Hardware. In former years the importation of candles was 
very considerable (it amounts still to at least 
16,0001. a year), but with the increasing importation of Russian 
kerosene the use of oil amongst the natives becomes more and 
more universal. Asa result, the imports of lamps and lampware 
have considerably increased of late. At present most of the im- 
ported lamps are of either German or Austrian origin. Enamelled 
kitchen utensils also find an increasing sale; they are now preferred 
to chinaware and porcelain, and it seems that the trade in these 
goods will assume large proportions in the near future. Carpen- 
ter’s tools, such as hand-saws (Turkish pattern), tongues, borers 
planes, water-levels, are also in great demand. One of the leading 
importers is the “Teheran Jako,” a great department store in 
Teheran, the capital of Persia. This store is controlled by a 
Dutch company which has its headquarters at Rotterdam. 


| 
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THE RUSSIAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


A despatch dated 1st February has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Embassy at St. Petersburg, transmitting 
a summary of an article which appeared in the “ St. Petersburger 
Zeitung” of 15th/27th January last, relating to the Russian 
Mercantile Marine. 

The article referred to alludes to the measures taken of late 
years to improve the condition of the mercantile marine of Russia, 
which in 1897 was in a ‘‘deplorable state.” These measures are 
the abolition of import duties on iron ships, and the well-known 
law of 29th May, 1897, by which, from the Ist January, 1900, the 
trade between Russian: ports, even when lying on different seas, 
excepting only the carriage of salt from the Black Sea to the Baltic, 
is reserved to ships bearing the Russian flag. An order issued a 
few days earlier, and often overlooked since, has restricted even 
Finnish coasting trade to the Baltic thus removing another 
possible rival not purely Russian. The coast is therefore clear for 
Russia’s own mercantile marine. 

In 1897 the Baltic had one steamship company with five steamers, 
plying mainly between Riga and St. Petersburg, two shipowning 
firms with seven steamers between them, and a few small coasting 
steamers. 

A change, though slow, began from 1897, on the abolition of 
the duties on ships. Three more companies have been founded, 
the “ Rossia” in Libau, the “ Russo-Baltic” and the ‘ Russian 
East Asiatic” in Riga. The latter, the largest of these companies, 
was founded by Danes with the object of keeping up communica- 
tions with the Far East, and seems to be a branch or extension of 
the Danish East Asiatic Steam Navigation Company, whose vessels 
by the law of 1897 must of necessity now come under the Russian 
flag to be able to ply between Russian Baltic ports and Russian 
East Asiatic possessions. 

Thus, it is said, in January or February the steamship “ Malaya,” 
belonging hitherto to the said Danish Company, was to bedespatched 
from Reval; on her last home voyage she flew the Danish flag. 
This company has been granted, by way of exception, the right, 
in the course of the first three years of its activity, to have the 
captain and not more than half the engineers and mates Danish 
subjects. 

The total of Russian sea-going cargo and passenger steamers 
entered in Baltic ports was in 1899 only about 30. 

The Black Sea fleet is much larger. The well-known “ Russian 
Company” had on Ist January, 1899, 75 steamers of 61,485 total 
register tonnage. Then comes the Volunteer fleet (14 steamers 
with 45,294 register tonnage), whose main aim is to keep up 
communications between Odessa (and St. Petersburg) and the Far 
East. Then, of local importance only, are other companies, 
the best known of which is the Black Sea Danubian Company 
plying with 9 steamers between Odessa (and Batoum) and the 
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Danubian ports of Roumania, Bulgaria, and Servwia, and of political 
as well as commercial importance. 

After a lengthy description of these local steamship companies, 
but without giving a general Black Sea total, the writer of the 
article passes to the White Sea, which has but one sea-going 
steamship company, the Archangel-Murman Steamship Company 
plying about the Polar Ocean, the Norwegian and White Sea 
ports and Archangel, besides the Solovetski pilgrim steamers and 
Archangel river companies. 

In the Pacific possessions of Russia her fleet is insignificant, but 
has increased since the East China Railway Company started five 
steamers in 1898. It has six other steamers now building. There 
is but one other shipping firm with three steamers. 

Coming to Russian sailing craft, the idea that sailing vessels are 
things of the past is far from true, especially in the Baltic, where 
in 1899, 25 new built and new bought sailing ships were. added to 
the ocean-going trade. Many, however, have been lost at sea of 
late years, and many sold. 

Total in 1899, of sailing craft from the Baltic plying with foreign 

ports was about 220. 
' In the Black Sea sailing navigstion is falling off more and more. 
The foreign trade has been nearly abandoned. 

In the White Sea and on the Murman Coast it is very different, 
the inhabitants having no other resource. These ships, however, are 
mostly under 200 register tons. Only 15 sailing vessels came to 
St. Petersburg from the Murman. Of the sailing craft of the 
Pacific very little can be said. There is but one sailing ship of 
any size (a sealer), and two small schooners. 
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THE TRADE OF FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 

French Indo-China extends for 14° along the left bank of the 
Mekong (9° to 32° N.), and its total area is half as large again as 
that of France, so that its different parts present many varieties in 
every respect. Under the above designation, the French depen- 
dencies of Cochin-China, Tonkin, Annam, and Cambodia have to a 
certain extent been incorporated, while the Laos territory, which 
is a large and somewhat undefined portion of the Shan States 
between Siam, British Burmah, and China proper, has been a 
French protectorate since 1893. 

The area of French Cochin-China is estimated at 23,000 square 
miles, the whole being divided into four provinces—Saigon, 
Mytho, Vinh-Leng, and Bassac, and these again into 21 arrondisse- 
ments; the total population was estimated in 1897 at 
2,034,453. Cambodia has an area of 46,000 square miles and a 
population of about 1,500,000, while Laos is estimated to contain 
from 90,000 to 110,000 square miles and about 270,000 inhabi- 
tants. The territory of Tonkin, which has an area of 34,740 
square miles, is divided into 14 provinces, and has an estimated 
population of 9,000,000. The area of Annam is about 81,042 
square miles, with a population estimated by some at 2,000,000 
and by others at 6,000,000, the latter being considered the more 
probable figure. 

The trade statistics of Indo-China are far from complete, but 
some figures kave lately been published in the ‘“ Bulletin 
Economique de ]’Indo-Chine” showing the value of the imports 
and exports for the year 1898. These are given in the following 
table, and the figures for 1896 and 1897, taken from the recent 
report of Mr. Austin Lee on the French Colonies (Foreign Office, 
Miscellaneous Series, 520), are added for the sake of comparison. 


Into 1896. ¢ 1897. | 1898. 
COCHIN CHINA AND CAMBODIA— £ | ae £ 
From France and French Colonies... 720,000 | 825,000 939,000 
From other countries... ..| 1,340,000 | 1,232,000 | 1,260,000 
Total 2,057,000 2,199,000 
ANNAM— 
From France and French Colonies... 10.000 | 9,000 19,000 
From other countries... 143,000 | 178,000 132,000 
Total 153,000 | 187,000 151,000 
ToNKIN— | 
From France and French Colonies... 478,000 583,000 817,000 
From other countrics... 518,000 665,000 930,000 
Total 996,000 1,248,00 1,248,000 0 | 1,747,000 
— 
ALL THE ABOVE (/.e. ALL INDO-CHINA)— | 
From France and French Colonies...| 1,208,000 | 1,417,000 1,776,000 
From other countries... 2, ‘001, 000 | 2,075 000 2,321,000 
| | 
Grand total £| 3,209,000 | 3,492,000 | 4,097,000 
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The Tr ade of French Indo-China. 


The imports ‘other countries” come chiefly 
Kong and Singapore. The total value of these imports, as 
distinguished from those from France and French Colonies, 
amounted in 1898 to 2,21,000/., of which Hong Kong sent 
1,588,000/. worth, and Singapore 294,0001. The report of the 
Indo-Chinese Customs states that much of the difference between 
the value of the imports from France and French Colonies and 
from other countries is due to articles such as petroleum, areca 
nut, tea, Chinese silk manufactures, &c., which are not produced 
in France. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into French 
Indo-China in 1898, according to principal articles :— 


Principal Articles Imported into French Indo-China in 1898. 


Articles, Value. 
Piece goods (cotton, linen, jute, wool, silk, S'c.) 757,000 
Mineral substances (petroleum, coal, cement, 364,C00 
Metal wares ... wea} 356,000 
Metals (vther than gold) ... 189,000 
Opium and vegetable oils ... site S56 163,000 
Colonial produce (sugar, tea, tobac Sc 150,000 
Gold-leaf 131,000 
Farinaceous substances (flour of “all hinds, ver mice ‘li, $e. 
Firearms and ammunition . ind 103,000 
Total £ 4,097,000 


With reference to the share of France herself in the import 
trade of French Indo-China, it will be noticed that the value in 
1898 was only 1,776,0001. as compared with 2,321,000/., the value 
of the imports from countries other than France. In piece goods 
the imports from France amounted in value to 396,000/., aad from 
other countries to 361,000/. Cotton yarn was brought from the 
British East Indies to the value of 248,0001., while only 2,0001. 
worth came from France. On the other hand, metals (other than 
gold-leaf) were imported from the mother country to the extent of 
149,0001. out of a total of 189,000/. Some of the less important 
articles of import also, such as soap and candles, preserved meats, 
glassware, &c., came principally from France, and such sugar 
as was imported entirely so, the imports of this article from 
other countries being prohibited. On the whole, it may be said 
that, in spite of a protective tariff, 56-5 per cent. of the imports 
into French Indo-China in 1898 came from places other than 
the mother country. 
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The Trade of French Indo-China. 


The following table shows the value of the exports from French 
Indo-China (exclusive of bullion and specie) in the years 1896, 
1897, and 1898 :— 


Exports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


From 1896. 1897. 1898. 


CocHIN-CHINA AND CAMBODIA— £ £ £ 
To France and French Colonies _... 333,000 567,000 Not dis- 
To other countries... ae ...| 2,776,000 3,183,000 tinguished. 


Total, Cochin-China and Cambodia) 3,109,000 | 3,750,000 | 4,320,000 


ANNAM— 
To France and French Colonies... 4,000 13,000 |) Not dis- 
To other countries... 91,000 89,000 | tinguished. 
Total, Annam 95,000 102,000 123,000 
TONKIN— 
To France and French Colonies _...| ° 65,000 60,000 |) Not dis- 
To other countries... 248,000 732,000 |-{ tinguished. 
Total, Tonkin 792,000 657,000 
ALL THE ABOVE (i.e. ALL [NDO-CHINA)— 
To France and French Colonies... 402,000 640,000 1,168,000 
To other countries... .--| 3,115,000 4,004,000 3,932,000 
Grand total... ee 3,517,000 4,644,000 5,100,000 


The preponderance of foreign trade, i.e., of the trade with 
countries other than France, is still more marked in the case of 
the exports from Indo-China than in that of the imports into the 
country, the total value of exports in 1898 having been, as will be 
seen in the above table, 5,100,000, of which only 1,168,000/., 
or about 22-8 per cent., represented the exports to France. 

The principal articles exported from Indo-China in 1898 con- 
sisted of rice (nearly 77-0 per cent. of the total), fish, colonial 
produce, animal products, mineral fuel, seeds, fruits, fibres, &c., 
following in the order named :— 

Principal Articles Exported from Indo-China in 1898. 


Articles. Values. 
£ 

Rice, and its derivatives... 3,905,000 
Fibres, seeds and fruits... ons 98,000 
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The export of rice (the staple product of the country) to France 
has much increased. ‘The “ Dépéche Coloniale,” in an article on 
Indo-Chinese trade in 1898, says that the 151,000 tons of rice 
exported thence to the mother country in that year is a marked 
improvement on preceding years. The largest figures previously 
had been 75,000 tons for 1893, which declined to 48,000 in 1896, 
but increased to 68,500 tons in 1897, and, as mentioned above, to 
151,000 tons in 1898. For the first half of 1899, however, the 
exports of Indo-Chinese rice have diminished 50 per cent., and it 
would appear that it is only in years like 1898, when the French 
cereal crops were below the average, that an opening is found in 
the mother country for increased imports of colonial rice. With 
regard to other colonial produce exported from Indo-China, pepper 
is the principal article, 2,325,000 kilogs., of an estimated value of 
176,0001., having been shipped from Cochin-China and Cambodia 
in-1898. Next in importance is cinnamon, which comes entirely 
from Annam ; the amount exported in 1898 was 293,000 kilogs., 
valued at 46,0001. Tea planting is progressing in Indo-China, 
especially in Tonkin, in the neighbourhood of Tourane, but as 
regards coffee, the Colonies not only do not export it, but were 
- obliged to import a certain amount (200,000 ‘kilogs. in 1898) for 
home consumption. 210,000 tons of coal, of a value of 108,000/. 
were exported from Tonkin in 1898, chiefly from the mines at 
Hongay, though it has been discovered at many other places, both 
in Tonkin and Annam. ‘The trade in briquettes is making some 
headway. 

It may be also interesting to note the value of the trade for the 
first six months of 1899, as compared with a similar period of 
1898, taken from the most recent official statistics, and the follow- 
ing table shows the value of the imports into, and the exports 
from, French Indo-China for the periods in question ; the trade 
with France and French Colonies and other countries being 
separately distinguished :— 


First 6 months ; First 6 months 

of 1893. of 1899. 
Imports into Indo-China :— £ £ 

From France and French Colonies... Pye 814,000 1,123,000 
From other Countries... 1,079,000 1,235,000 
Total £} 1,893,000 2,358,000 

Exports from Indo-China :— —— 
To France and French Colonies ae “ee 680,000 483,000 
To other Countries «| 2,604,000 2,678,000 
Total ... £| 3,284,000 3,161,000 
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From the above table it will be seen that the proportion of 
the imports into Indo-China from France and French Colonies in- 
creased from 43-0 per cent. in the first six months of 1898 to 47-6 
percent. in the first half of 1899. On the other hand, comparing 
the same two periods, the exports from Indo-China to France and 
French Colonies decreased from 21:0 per cent. to 15:2 per cent., 
due chiefly to diminished exports of rice, the staple product of 
Cochin-China. 


OPENING FOR THE SUPPLY OF FIRE BRIGADE 
EQUIPMENT IN MEXICO. 


A despatch, dated 8th February, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Mexico, transmitting extract 
from the “* Mexican Herald,” containing an account of a disastrous 
fire, which took place at Tampico on the 5th February. H.M. 
Consul is informed that, as a result of this fire, a fire brigade 
will be organised at Tampico, which will cause a demand for 
appliances of all kinds for its equipment. H.M. Consul adds that 
when in Havana he noticed the brigade was equipped with English 
engines, and he was told at the time that they were more suited 
to local requirements than the larger engines of American make. 

In the case of any British manufacturers wishing to obtain 
further information on this point, it is suggested that it would be 
well for them to communicate in the first place with the Tampico 
Municipality through the British Vice-Consul at that place. 
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With reference to a notice that appeared on pp. 440-441 of the 
last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” the following is the 
text of the Mining Ordinance referred to therein :-- 

Whereas all metals, minerals, mineral substances, and precious 
stones, as well lying in, under, or on lands, in private tenure, as in, 
under, or on untenanted lands, are the property of the Government : 

And whereas it is expedient to authorise prospecting for metals, 
minerals, mineral substances, and precious stones, and to make 
such other Regulations as to prospecting and mining as are here- 
inafter contained : 

It is hereby enacted as follows :— 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as “The Mining (Prospecting 
Licence) Ordinance, 1899.” 

2. In this Ordinance, unless the contrary appears from the context: 

Words importing the masculine include the feminine. 

Words importing the singular number include the plural number, 
and words importing the plural number include the singular 
number; words signifying an individual include a body corporate. 

“ Prescribed” means prescribed by the Governor-General, by 
notice in the “ Soudan Gazette.” 

3. Prospecting licences may be issued under the Ordinance to 
‘persons applying for the same upon payment in advance of the 
prescribed fees, or, if the prescribed fees are not applicable, for 
such fees as shall be agreed upon by the Governor-General. They 
shall be of two descriptions, namely, general licences and exclusive 
licences, and shall be in the prescribed forms, subject in any 
particular case to such omissions, variations, and additions as the 
Governor-General may consider advisable. 

4, Every application for a general prospecting licence shall be 
made in writing, and shall contain a statement of the following 
particulars :— 

(a) The name, address, and nationality of the applicant. 

(b) The district within which the applicant desires to prospect. 

5. Every application for an exclusive prospecting licence shall 
be made in writing, and shall contain a statement of the following 
particulars 

(a) The name, address, and nationality of the applicant. 

(b) The position, boundaries, and approximate area of the land 
in respect of which the application is made. 

(c) Whether and to what extent the land, in respect of which 
the application is made, is land of private tenure, or is occupied, 
or used in any way. 

(d) The metals, minerals, mineral substances, and precious 
stones for which it is proposed to prospect. 

6. Every prospecting licence may confer such rights and 
privileges and contain such conditions and provisions as_ the 
Governor-General may think advisable in each particular case, but 
unless otherwise expressly agreed, it shall confer on the licensee 
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such rights and privileges, and impose upon him such conditions 
and liabilities as are herein expressed with reference thereto. 

7. Unless otherwise expressly agreed, a general prospecting 
licence shall confer and impose on the licensee the following rights 
and conditions, that is to say :— 

(a) It shall confer on the licensee the right personally, with 
workmen and labourers, to prospect for all metals, minerals, 
mineral substances, and precious stones, on all untenanted lands 
situated in the district or districts specified in the licence other 
than lands for the time being comprised in an _ exclusive 
prospecting licence, and also on all such lands in private tenure 
situated in the same district or districts as shall have been placed 
at his disposal for the purpose by the owners and occupiers. 

(b) The term of a general prospecting licence shall be one year. 

(c) A general prospecting licence shall not be transferable. 

(d) A general prospecting licence shall confer no exclusive or 
preferential rights or privileges. 

8. Unless otherwise expressly agreed, an exclusive prospecting 
licence shall confer and impose on the licensee the following rights 
and conditions, that is to say :— 

(a) It shall confer on the licensee the exclusive right personally 
or by his named agent, with workmen and labourers, to prospect 
for all such metals, minerals, mineral substances, and precious 
stones as are specified in the licence, within an area therein defined. 
The area may either be limited by the length of a radius from a 
fixed point, the length of such radius, and the position of the fixed 
point being declared by the licence, or may be defined by boundaries 
specified in the licence. ‘The licence shall give to the licensee no 
right to prospect lands in private tenure, except with the consent 
of the owners and occupiers thereof. 

(b) The term of an exclusive prospecting licence shall be one 
year. If upon the expiration of the first year the licensee shall 
prove to the satisfaction of the Governor-General that he has 
completed a reasonable amount of prospecting, and has in all 
respects complied with the Ordinance and the conditions of his 
licence, he shall be entitled, upon payment of the prescribed fees, 
to receive a new licence in respect of any such part of the land 
comprised in his former licence as he may select, provided that the 
land so selected shall not exceed one-half of the land comprised in 
the former licence, and shall lie in one block. 

(c) An exclusive prospecting licence shall not be transferable, _ 
nor shall any right or interest thereunder be assigned or charged 
without the consent of the Governor General. 

(d) An exclusive prospecting licence shall imply no preferential 
right to the grant of mining rights, but in any exclusive prospect- 
ing licence such preferential rights as the Governor-General thinks 
advisable to grant may be expressly granted. 


® 
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9. Unless otherwise expressly agreed, every prospecting licence 
shall confer and impose on the licensee the following additional 
rights, privileges, conditions and liabilities, that is to say :— 

(a) The licensee may remove and dispose of all metals, minerals, 
mineral substances and precious stones, raised or discovered in the 
course of prospecting operations, subject to the payment of the 
prescribed royalty. 

(b) He shall give notice to the Governor-General of any find 
which he may have made of gold, silver, or precious stones, 
previously to alienating or exporting the same. 

(c) He shall have the right to undertake and continue such 
work only as shall be necessary to thoroughly test the mineral and 
metalliferous qualities of the land. 

(d) He shall permit the Governor-General or any public officer 
authorised ,by the Governor-General, at all reasonable times to 
inspect any work which may have been executed or is in progress 
under the licence. 

(e) He shall produce his licence, when called for by any public 
officer, or by any other holder of a prospecting licence, who 
produces his licence. 

(f) Every prospecting licence shall be liable to be summarily 
revoked upon breach by the licensee, his agents, servants, workmen 
or labourers, of any of the conditions thereof, or of any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

(q) The Courts of Justice established in the Soudan shall be 
the only courts having jurisdiction to determine any question or 
dispute between the Government and the licensee with reference 
to a prospecting licence. 

10. Any person, whether holding or not holding a prospecting 
licence, who alienates or exports, or attempts to alienate or export, 
any find which he may have made of gold, silver, or precious 
stones, without having previously given notice of such find to the 
Governor-General, shall forfeit the same, and any money or profit 
received from the same, to the Government, and in addition shall 
be liable to a fine which may amount to L.E. 100, and in default of 
payment of the fine to imprisonment which may extend to three 
months. 

(a) Any person who, whether upon land in private tenure, or 
upon untenanted land, shall prospect for metals, minerals, mineral 
substances, or precious stones, without a prospecting licence, or 
shall commence to carry on any mining operations without lease or 
other sufficient authority from the Governor-General shall be liable 
to a fine which may amount to L.E. 100, and in the default of pay- 
ment of the fine, to imprisonment, which may extend to three months. 

(b) Provided, nevertheless, that any owner of land may, upon 
giving notice to the Governor-General, prospect upon the land in 
his tenure without a prospecting licence. 


- — 
. 
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The following particulars respecting the suitability of St. John, 
New Brunswick, as a winter port for the import and export trade 
of Canada and the Western and Southern portions of the United 
States, have been taken from a publication recently issued under 
the direction of the City of St. John. 

The rise of this port to the position of one of the chief winter 
ports of Canada is a very important fact in the recent great develop- 
ment of trade between the Dominion and the mother country. It 
has solved the problem of Canadian trade through Canadian 
channels. There is no longer any necessity, during the period when 
navigation is closed on the St. Lawrence, to carry on the import 
and export trade of the country through foreign ports. It could 
not, of course, be expected that the trade which had for years been 
carried on through United States channels would be at once 
diverted to a Canadian port, but the rapid development of winter 
trade throngh the Port of St. John in the last three years, the 
prompt despatch and safe carriage of every description of cargo, 
including live stock, dressed meats, dairy produce and eggs, and 
the fact that through rates via St. John are as low as by any rival 
route, have established the claim of St. John to an important 
place in the consideration of Canadian and British shippers and 
importers. 

In the Session of 1895 the Canadian Parliament decided to 
subsidise lines of steamships to run between St. John and Liver- 
pool, and to enlarge the existing services between St. John and 
London, and in the year 1897 the mail subsidy formerly given 
to steamship lines making their terminus at Portland, Maine, was 
entirely withdrawn. In the winter of 1896—1897 subsidies were 
granted to lines running from St. John to Liverpool, London, 
Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin, and a like course was pursued in 
the following winter. 

The following table shows the value of articles exported via 
St. John by the subsidised steamship lines to British ports in the 
winter season of 1897-98 :— 


Articles. | Value. 


Dols. 

Total ... 4,838,768 


The outward cargoes included not only Canadian produce and 
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live-stock, but cattle, dressed meats, grain and provisions from 
Chicago, flour from Minneapolis, cotton from the South, and other 
cargo trom United States sources, while more or less of the inward 
cargo was destined for points in the Western States. This fact is 
very significant, as indicating the favourable situation of St. John, 
with its railway and steamship connections, as a competing port 
for the trade of a territory embracing not only Canada, but a large 
section of the United States. 

The distance from Liverpool to Chicago by way of St. John is 
shorter than by way of New York. 

The exports tabulated above were carried by 57 steamers. 
Those of the Beaver Line made 20 trips to Liverpool, the 
Donaldson Line 10 to Glasgow, the Allen-Thomson Line 10 to 
London, the Furness Line 9 to London, the Ulster Steamship 
Line 8 to Belfast and Dublin. In the winter of 1896-97 there 
were only 46 steamer sailings, and in the winter of 1895-96 
only 36, compared with 57 in 1897-98. Each year the proportion 
of St. John lumber carried by the steamers decreased because of 
the steadily and rapidly increasing quantities of Western produce 
offered. St. John is the Atlantic terminus of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway with its direct line across the continent, its extensive 
branch lines and numerous connections traversing the whole 
western and southern portion of the continent. The port is also 
one of the Atlantic termini of the Inter-colonial Railway which 
has lately secured a line that gives its entry over its own rails to 
Montreal, where connection is made with the whole Grand Trunk 
system. There is a third route, the Temiscouata line, by which 
with its connections Montreal may also be reached from St. John. 
A fourth line, the Shore line, extends from St. John to St. 
Stephen on the United States border, and is to be continued to 
Portland, Maine, and Boston, Mass. The latter two routes are, 
however, not as yet factors in competitive traffic. 

St. John is exceptionally well served by the two great dines first 
mentioned, which bring it into close touch with all Western 
Canada and the Western and Southern States, the trade of which 
contributes to these lines. It will be seen, therefore, that St. 
John does not depend upon one line of railway. 

While St. John, as compared with Halifax, has 250 miles longer 
ocean voyage from Liverpool, it has a shorter railway journey of 356 
miles by the Canadian Pacific Railway to Montreal, and is served 
by two distinct competitive lines of railway. 

A comparison of distances and times of transit between Liverpool 
and Chicago by the New York and St. John routes, respectively, 
shows that the actual distance from Liverpoo! vid St. John to 
Chicago is 24 miles less than the distance vid New York ; while 
in point of time consumed in transit of goods the Canadian route 
would appear to have a still greater advantage. 
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RUSSIA. 
Wooden clocks.—-With reference to the notices which appeared at 
Tariff p- 580 and at p. 700 of the “ Board of Trade 


von Journal” for November and December last 

Cinasifientions. respectively, relative to the rate of import duty 
on pendulums, hands, and dial-plates for dining-room and wall 
clocks, the Russian Customs Department has now issued a Circular 
dated the 25th January/6th February, 1900, notifying that wooden 
clocks with brass or wooden wheels brought into motion by weights, 
together with their dials, chains, weights, pendulums, and dial- 
hands, shall be cleared under Point 4 of Section 171 of the 
Customs Tariff:— Duty, 60 copecks (1s. 34d.) each. It is further 
provided that such clocks, when imported in cases, shall be subject 
to an additional duty according to the material of which the case 
is made. 

Chests for the export of eggs.—A further Circular of the Russian 
Customs Department, dated the 21st January/2nd February, 1900, 
notifies that wooden chests or cases destined for the export of eggs 
are to be admitted into Russia without payment of duty. The 
chests or cases are to be duly examined and entered in the proper 
shipping and Customs documents, and are to be stowed away near 
the Custom House of the port, remaining under the seal and super- 
vision of the Customs authorities until loaded for re-exportation ; 
and when the warehouses where the chests are thus stowed are 
opened by the Customs authorities at the request of shippers of 
eggs, the chests are to be loaded under Customs supervision. 


SWEDEN—BULGARIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Gocmmeuniol copies of Notes exchanged on the 8th January 
last between the Swedish and Norwegian 
Arrangement. = Minister and the Bulgarian Diplomatic Agent 
at Constantinople, providing that goods of Bulgarian origin, on 
importation into Sweden, shall be subjected to the same treatment 
as goods of the most-favoured-nation; and, reciprocally, that most- 
favoured-nation treatment shall be accorded to Swedish goods and 
shipping in Bulgaria. This arrangement does not apply to con- 
cessions which have been or may be granted by Sweden to Norway, 
so long as such concessions are not extended to any other State. 
The Convention, which came into force for one year from the 
8th January last. can be renewed from year to year, each of the 
two Contracting Parties reserving the right to denounce .it three 
months before the expiration of each year. 
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FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a Decree, dated the 12th December last. 


Duties in French Posing the following “ consumption duties 
@einea on articles produced or manufactured in, or 
: imported into, the Colony of French Guinea :— 
Frs. Cts. 
Tobacco, in leaf or manufactured .. 100 kilogs. net 60 00 
Salt, rough or refined... » gross 1 00 
Wine, beer, cider, and perry—- ; 
In casks... ...  Hectolitre 5 00 
In bottles «.. 7 00 


( Per hectol, of ) 


Alesholic beverages of all kinds pure alcohol 5 140 00 


contained therein 
Petroleum ...  Hectolitre 10 00 
Powder and ammunition sae ... 100 kilogs. net 15 00 
Percussion caps ... Thousand O00 
Vire-arms— 
Guns, flint-lock ... res Each 1 00° 
5,  Oobner... 10 00 


A duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem is charged on the following 
goods, the prices of which are fixed half-yearly by the Commission 
for official valuations :— 

Salt beef, lard, butter, cod, dried fish, wheat flour, ships’ biscuits, 
rice, raw and refiixed sugars, cloves, soaps other than perfumed, 
manufactured stearic acid, and candles. 

A duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem is also imposed on goods com- 
prised under the following headings, except in so far as any of 
them are included in the list given above and are consequently 
subject to duties at other rates, the duties in the case of the 
undermentioned articles not being based on official valuations :— 
Animal products; fish; medical and pharmaceutical substances ; 
farinaceous food-stuffs; colonial food-products; refined oils; medi- 
cines; fruits, stalks and fibres for manufacture; dyes and tannins; 
metals; chemical products; prepared dyes and colours; various 
compositions ; glass-ware; yarns; tissues, including ready-made 
clothes; paper and its applications; manufactured furs; metal wares; 
arms ; furniture and wood ware; musical instruments ; plaited wares ; 
rope and basket-work ; and goods manufactured from the various 
products enumerated below :— 

Wares of caoutchouc and gutta-percha, hats, felts, coral, meer- 
schaum wares, manufactured cork, spectacles, buttons, toys, corsets 
and accessories, matches, millinery, eye-glasses, and field or opera 
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glasses, fancy articles, including amber necklaces, fans, brushes, 
artificial flowers, umbrellas and parasols. 


Exemptions. 


The following articles are exempted from consumption taxes :— 

1. Provisions and articles belonging to the State, to the Colony, 
and to the public administrations. 

2. Uniforms of officers and civil officials, and clothing in use. 

3. Articles forming part of the furniture of foreigners coming to 
reside in the Colony, and workmen’s tools; also living animals and 
raw skins and hides. 

4. Fruits and grain, fresh vegetables, onions and _ potatoes, 
palm-oil, caoutchouc, gums, and gutta-percha. 

5. Building-materials, such as lime. cement, bricks, tiles, flag- 
stones, &c., wood of all kinds, coarse iron-work, and sheet-iron. 

6. Prepared medicines; carriage-makers’ wares ; rails and ac- 
cessories ; boats, rigging, and appliances ; ice-making apparatus ; 
church ornaments ; French books; mineral waters; ice; specie; 
coal; steam engines; agricultural machinery; packing of all 
kinds used for duty-paying articles. 

Infringement of the provisions of this Decree ‘will be punished 
according to the penalties fixed by the regulations in force in 
France in Customs matters. 


Inadespatch to his Government, dated the 3rd January last, the United 
: States Vice-Consul at St. Pierre, in the French 
Tariff Col Martini 

Modifications in of that certain 

Martinique amendments have been madein the pilotage dues, 

, interpreters’ fees, import duties on tobacco, and 

dock dues leviable in that Colony. The new rates are stated to be 
as follows :—- 


I.—Pilolage Dues (in force from the Ist January, 1900). 


Frs. Cts, 

French or Foreign Vessels of 30 tons and under 12 00 
from 30 to 60tors 18 00 
” 60 ” 100 ” 43 00 
” ” ” ” 100 ” 150 ” 65 00 
” ” ” ” 150 ” 200 ” 82 00 
200,, 250 ,, 100 00 

200 ,, 300 ,, 118 00 
29 300 350 ” 135 00 
, 300 ,, 500 ,, 153 00 

000 tons and upwards 153 00 


plus 25centimes for every ton or 
fraction thereof above 500 tons. 
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II selene eters’ Fees (in force Sets the Ist January, 1900). 


Frs. Cts. 

For Foreign Vessels of 20 tons and under... 10 00 
from 20 to 40 tons... 15 00 
” 9 », 400 ,, 500 80 00 
500 tons and upw 80 00 


plus 5 frs. for every 100 tons or 
fraction thereof above 500 tons. 


III.—Import Duties on Tobacco (to come into force in March, 1900). 


Frs. Cts. 
Leaf tobacco... : .. per 100 kilogs. net. 100 00 
Smoking and chewing tobacco... 300 00 
Snuff... 300 00 
Cigars and cigarettes 500 00 


The above rates, which show an increase of 100 per cent. on the 
duties heretofore leviable, are to forma uniform schedule replacing 
the general as well as the minimum duties on tobacco under the 
Customs Tariff. 

A further municipal duty (“droit @octroi”) of 25 francs per 100 
kilogs. net is leviable on tobacco in the leaf, coarse and fine, and 
tobacco in carrots. Smoking and chewing tobacco, snuff, cigars, 
and cigarettes, are exempt from this octroi duty. 


IV.—Dry Dock Dues (in force from the 1st January, 1900). 
A reduction of 50 per cent. has been accorded to the steamers of 
the French Compagnie Générale Transatlantique and of the 
French Cable Company in the case of the following charges :— 


Frs. Cts. 
Vessel entering dry dock... ot .. perton 2 00 
in dry dock, per day 0 40 


A charge of 92 centimes per ton is also imposed for fastening 
and other expenses. 

A reduction of 50 per cent. on all dock charges is accorded to 
French men-of-war, and of 25 per cent to men-of-war of all other 
nationalities. 


SPAIN-NETHERLANDS. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a Declaration between Spain and the 
Netherlands, signed at Madrid on the 138th 
November last, introducing certain modifica- 
tions into the Declaration of the 12th July, 1892, by which the 


Commercial 
Declaration. 
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| 
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commercial relations of the two countries are regulated. The 
present Declaration, which has not yet been ratified by the Dutch 
Parliament, contains the following provisions :— 

1. The article ‘“ Fecule destined for industrial use, and dextrine, 
* including potato starch,” mentioned in Annex II. to the Decla- 
ration of the 12th July, 1892 (“Table of articles of Dutch origin 
“* which may not be subjected in Spain to other or higher import 
** duties than are imposed on similar products or manufactures of 
“ any other country”), has now been transferred to Annex I. of 
the said Declaration, and is to be dutiable, on importation into 
Spain from the Netherlands, at a maximum rate of 2 pesetas per 
100 kilogs. (9#d. per ewt.). 

2. Paragraphs 2 (including Annex II.) and 3 of the Declaration 
of the 12th July, 1892, have been suppressed, and the following 
paragraph has been substituted therefor :— 

** Other articles” (i.e., other than those subjected by the former 
Declaration, as amended, to specified rates of import duty), 
“the produce and manufacture of the Netherlands and their 
“ Colonies, shall not be subjected, on direct importation into 
“ Spain or the adjacent Islands, to other or higher duties than 
“‘ those imposed on similar products of any other nation.” 

3. It is, however, expressly stipulated that the foregoing 
provisions shall not apply in the case of privileges either actually 
granted, or which may hereafter be granted, by Spain to Portugal 
or France with a view to facilitating ¢ commerce on the frontiers. 

4, The present Declaration is to enter into force as soon as it 
shall have been ratified. 


UNITED STATES. 


The following Circular has been issued by the Treasury Department 


Export Bounties of the United States, under date of 2nd 
February :— 


cei In pursuance of the provisions of Section 5 
produce’ in — of the Act of 24th July, 1897, the following 
Austria-Hungary 


amounts of bounties paid or bestowed by 
Austria-Hungary on the export of sugars are hereby declared for 
the assessment of additional duties, viz. :— 


Fl. Krs. 
1. On sugar under 93 per cent. and not less 


than 88 per cent. polarisation .. per 100 kilogs. 1 15 
2. On sugar under 99°5 per cent. and not 
less than 93 per cent. polarisation 
3. On sugar of not less than 99°5 
cent. polarisation 1 76 


The liquidation of entries covering sugars produced in Austria- 
Hungary on or after lst August, 1899, may be suspended until the 


ne 1 23 


ve 
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next ascertainment and proclamation under the provisions of said 
Section 5. The duties on such entries will be estimated on the 
basis of the bounties herein specified, and will be liquidated on the 
basis of the bounties to be declared hereafter. 


BRAZIL. 


In a despatch to a Foreign Office, dated 23rd January last, 

: H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro states that the 

modifications of the Brazilian Fiscal System 

Tariff are sO numerous, and are to be found in so 

: many different laws, whilst at the same time 

the explanations necessary to ensure their proper working have 

appeared in so many circulars, that it appears useful in the 

interests of British exporters to explain as succinctly as possible, 

in a complete form, the probable working of the present modified 

Tariff published on the 28th November last, as compared with the 

one in force in 1898, and published in English by the International 
Customs Bureau in June of that year (No. 6). 

The alterations made in specific duties in the revised Tariff of 


- the present year are as regards cotton textiles, and other articles 


of British export not numerous, and are in the majority of 
instances reductions either real or in some cases apparent. 

As to the latter class, it may be pointed out that, in the case of 
certain liquids, the reduction of duty is neutralised by the mode 
now introduced of taxing according to gross weight instead of real 
net weight. 

For instance, the duties on champagne and those on bottled 
beer (formerly an article of considerable British export) and on 
mineral waters (the commerce of which is largely in British 
hands), the results are as follows :— 


Weight of Case Paid in 1899. Gross weight | Pays per Case 


Liquid only. of Case. in 1900. 

Milreis. Milreis. 

Champagne... 9,600 33°280 22,100 55°930 
Beer... ive 32,000 33°280 92,400 73°620 
Mineral waters... 24,000 16570 48,000 267510 


In the instance of sparkling wines the duty is reduced from 
2,500 to 1,600, but the increase, including the 5 per cent. gold 
duty, is 68 percent. In that of beer the duty is reduced from 
750 reis to 500, but the increase is 120 per cent., and in that of 
mineral waters (duty reduced from 500 to 350 reis) the increase is 
60 per cent. 

The decrease in the case of bottled whiskey from a duty of 
1,500 to 1,300 involves a real increase of tax though lesser in 
proportion. 
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There is another point in the Brazilian Tariff which requires 
explanation. 

In the column next to that giving the specific duties is one 
headed, “‘ Rate of duties in percentage.” It serves to calculate the 
duties on goods dutiable ad valorem, which, it may be observed, 
are very few in number, the system of duties being essentially 
specific. 

The real object of this column is as a means of estimating 
warehousing charges. 

Every article passed through the Custom House must pay 
warehouse expenses. It may remain as long as one month in 
storage, and is charged 1 per cent. of its Custom House value. 
In the second month it is charged 1} per cent., in the third 
month 2 per cent., and so on progressively until the sixth month, 
when, if not withdrawn, it is sold by auction. 

The warehousing is thus calculated :—For instance, on a case of 
shawls (Tariff No. 500) weighing 120 kilos., the rate of duty is, at 
8 milreis per kilo., 960-000 (without gold percentage). The per- 
centage column gives in the Tariff 80 per cent.: 960 000 is 80 per 
cent. of 1,200 000: this latter is, therefore, estimated as the 
Custom House value of the case of shawls; 1 per cent. of that 
amount gives the warehousing tax, namely, 12 milreis. 

In the revised ‘Tariff the percentage tax is reduced from 80 to 60, 
consequently 960 milreis, being 60 per cent of 1,600 milreis, the 
warehouse tax, 1 per cent. of the latter amount is 16 milreis 
instead of 12 milreis. 

The total expenditure on this case of shawls remaining three 
months in the Custom House would therefore be (at the exchange 
of 7d. to the milreis) as follows, in the years named, viz. :— 


Duties levied ... 6,720d. 

In 1898. {3 months’ warehouse we .. 878d. 
Total, 7,098d., or 291. 11s. 6d. 

( Duties levied 9,600d. 

In 1900. 3 months’ warehouse 004d. 


Total, 10,104d., or 421. 2s. 

H.M. Minister at Rio, in his despatch, calls attention to the 
increased duties payable on articles imported caused by the 
increase of the percentages payable in gold. ‘his is very clearly 
shown in a note published on p. 651 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for December last, as follows :—‘‘The increase of the 
percentage payable in gold makes a larger increase in the actual 
total amount of duty payable on any given article than at first 
sight might appear, e.g., on the basis of exchange of about 7d. per 
milreis, 100 milreis of duty would have needed in 1898 58s. 4d. to 
cover ; in 1899, with 10 per cent. payable in gold, 75s. would be 
needed ; and this year, with 15 per cent. payable in gold, 83s. 4d. 
would be required.” 
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According to a note in the “Economiste Frangais,” of 17th 
_" February, on the shipping of the port of 
eee a Antwerp, the number of ships which entered 

ettaaiinne, | that port in 1899 was 5,419, with an aggregate 
ovvercam, 12 tonnage of 6,831,736. In 1898 the number 
1899. was 5,198, with a tonnage of 6,415,501, so that 

the increase in 1899 amounts to 221 vessels and 416,235 tons. 
The share of various countries in the shipping was as follows :— 


No. of No. of 
Country. vessels. Country. vessels, 
United Kingdom ... 3,010 Spain 59 
Germany ... Japan wale one 40 
Norway... 247 Austria... 25 
Denmark ... is Portugal... 14 
Netherlands America ... 1 
France __... Argentina ... 1 
Russia 67 


At Rotterdam, in 1899, there entered 7,011 ships with a tonnage 
of 6,143,833, as against 6,617 ships with a tonnage of 5,680,310, 
in 1898, being an increase of 394 ships, and of 463,523 tons. 

Comparing these figures with those for Antwerp, it is seen that 
while Rotterdam received 1,592 vessels more than Antwerp, the 
aggregate tonnage at the latter port was 688,403 more than at 
Rotterdam. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
. of a communication from H.M. Consul- 

™ Meoennte General at Hamburg on the present position of 
Marine. German shipping. The Consul-General for- 
wards an extract from a memorial recently laid before the German 
Parliament by the German Government, which states that the 
remarkable development of the foreign trade of Germany during 
the years 1896-1898 has naturally been accompanied by a simul- 
taneous increase of the German mercantile navy. The memorial 
on the “Growth of German Maritime Interests,” recently pub- 
lished, offers a clear insight into the manner in which this 
development has been going on since 1873. From 1875 
to 1894 the total carrying capacity of the German mercantile navy 
increased by 139 per cent., and a further increase of 33 per cent. 
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took place between 1894 and the beginning of 1899. According 
to information supplied by the ‘‘ Germanic Lloyd”’ the year 1899 
shows an addition of 73 steamships and 52 sailing ships to the 
German mercantile navy, and the total carrying capacity has since 
1894 increased by 45 per cent. The capacity of individual ships 
has also increased considerably since 1873. The average size of 
the German steamers was at the beginning of the seventies 480 
tons, but in 1898 has risen to 849 tons. Amongst the steamers 
owned in Germany to-day are 22 of over 10,000 tons each. 

Considerable progress has been made of late years in Germany 
in the formation of large undertakings and of joint-stock com- 
panies amongst the ship-owning class. The total capital owned 
by the German shipping companies amounted, in 1897, to 
8,676,0001. ordinary and 3,431,000I. preference shares, but in 
1899 the same had risen to 15,382,0001. ordinary and 3,529,0001. 
preference shares. The market value of the share capital of the 
Hamburg and Bremen companies may to-day be estimated at 
15,882,0001. This, however, does not include a number of first- 
class private ship-owners, so that the total capital engaged in the 
ship-owning trade may certainly be estimated at 5,000,000/. more 
than mentioned. 

The total tonnage of the German mercantile navy, compared 
with that of the whole world, is at present 8 per cent., that is to 
say, far behind that of the United Kingdom, which is 52 per 
cent., but before that of France, Norway, and the United States. 
According to the figures given by the “‘ Germanic Lloyd,” the total 
value of the German steam fleet amounted last year to 17,529,0001., 
as against 11,671,000/. in 1896, or almost 50 per cent. more than 
two years ago. ‘The total value of the German iron sailing ships 
at the end of 1898 was, according to the same authority, 3,210,000. 
and that of the wooden sailing ships 152,000/. The total value, 
therefore, of the German mercantile navy amounted, at the end of 
1898, to 20,891,000/., and at the end of 1899, taking into con- 
sideration all increases and decreases during the year,to 22,882,0001. 
If the rises in prices of the various materials, which has taken 
place in 1899, be taken into consideration, the total value of the 
German mercantile navy may be estimated at very nearly 
25,000,000/., having thus considerably increased within the last 
three years. 


According to statistics collected by the German Imperial Railway 
Railway Administration, and published in the “ Reichs- 

Anzeiger,” of 19th February, the total 
Receipts. receipts on the 69 lines of railway in working 


in Germany during the month of January last, were as 
follow :— 
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Increaseas compared 

January, 1900. withJanuary, 1899. 
Marks. Marks. 
Receipts from passenger traffic a 113,114 577,286 
goods 217, ‘379 7,427,909 


During the month of January, 1900, the following lines were 
opened to traffic :-— 


Miles. 
ZAwickau-Krossen-Mosel (Saxon State Railway) 
Ittersbach-Britzingen (Baden Local Railways) ste 
Marienwerder Freistadt (Royal Dantzig Railway Ad- 
ministration) 


Blaufelden-Langenburg (Wurtemberg State Railways) 73 


FRANCE. 
The French “Journal Officiel,” of the 18th February, publishes 


a Presidential Decree of the 14th of that: 


Ship-brokerage 
, 7 month, by which the ship-brokerage charges at 
Charges at 
: the Port of Marseilles are fixed as in the 
Marseilles. 
following table :— 
| From 
For the |From501 1.001 to Above 
first 500 | to 1,000 9 500 2,500 
’ 
tons. tons, tone. tons. 
Sailing vessels— | 
Entered— Frs. cts. Frs. cts. Frs. cts. 
With cargo wholly or more than) 0 10 05 }) 
nine-tenths composed of coal or | | 
iron ore, from any country, or 
with complete or part cargo of | Per | 
all kinds of merchandise from om | 
French Mediterranean ports + | | 
(including Corsicaand Algeria) of | 
With complete or part cargo ant * 25 0 15 0 07% 
go 
(coasting trade). | 
With complete or part cargo 0 275 | 0 20 | ° 10 a 
(oversea trade). = 
In ballast or having put into port, with | gS 
or without passengers— | 
From French Mediterranean) Per| 0 05 | 0 05 | 0 02% | aS) 
ports, inciuding Corsica and{_ ton 
Algeria. Treg- = 
For coasting or oversea trade ister.| 0 075 0 075 0 05 } 


Cleared— | | 
With complete or part cargoes— | 


For French Mediterranean) Per|0 05 | 0 05 | 0 625 
ports, including Corsica and ton | 


Algeria. of 
For coasting or oversea trade ...} cargo! 0 10 005 | 0 0 
Per { 


In ballast, or having put into{ ton|0 05 | 0 05 | 0 02% 
port, with or without passengers reg- 
ister. J 
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n 
For the | 501 to | 1,000 2,001 to} 2 
a first 500} 1,000 | 2,000 | 5,000 |g= 
tons. tons, tons. tons. 
am 
Steamers— Frs. cts. | Frs. cts. | Frs. cts. Frs. cts. 
Entered— | 
With cargo wholly or more) 0 125/010 05 | 0 02% 
than nine-tenths composed | : 
of coal or iron ore from ' 
any country ; or with com- N 
plete or part cargo of all | 
kindsof merchandise from | Per | 
French Mediterranean } ton of | 
ports (including Corsica | cargo | 
and Algeria). | 2 
With complete or part cargo 0 275] 0 125]0 075 0 025 8 
(coasting trade). 3 
With complete or part cargo 0 325] 0 17:5] 0 075! 0 025 
(oversea trade). | 5 
In ballast, or having put into port rs 
with or without passengers— Z 
From French Mediterranean Per 0 10 0 075) 0 05 05 
ports (including Corsica { ton | ° 
and Algeria). reg- | A 
For coasting or oversea trade } ister.| 0 20 0 10 005 |'0 025 
Cleared— 
With complete or part cargoes— 
For French Mediterranean) Per | 0 05 0 05 0 025 | 0 02% 
ports (including Corsica{ ton 
and Algeria). of 
For coasting or oversea trade } cargo! 0 10 0 05 0 05 0 02°5 
0.05 |0 025 0 025 |) 


ton 
reg- 
ister. 


port, with or without pas- 
sengers. 


In ballast, or having put ml Per | 0 05 


Charges are also made as follows :— 


For the translation of Documents :— 


Frs. 
Ordinary bill of lading ... sie ie ‘ss 4-00 
Extraordinary ditto... silt 6-00 
Protesting bill of exchange _..... 6-00 
Judicial deeds (1st page) a 6-00 
Ditto ditto (2nd and each succeeding page).. 4°00 


Freighting on value of the freight :— 


By charter-party, for all countries... ... 2 per cent. 
By loading on the berth: 
For countries outside the Mediterranean ... 2 per cent. 
Mediterranean ports (including Corsica and 
Algeria) ... 3 per cent. 
The above rates are payable by the freighter, ‘except in cases 
agreed otherwise in the freighting contract. 
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Sale of ships :— 


2 per cent. on the price realised is payable—one-half by the 
buyer and one-half by the seller, unless otherwise agreed. 


Notes.—1. The basis of calculation is the cargo ton, such as is 
indicated in the Decree of the 25th August, 1861. 

2. A vessel cleared from a port, and obliged to put back, is 
exempted from ship-brokerage if it be consigned to the broker 
who despatched it. 

3. Vessels compelled to put into port on account of bad weather 
or damages are exempted from all ship-brokerage. 

4, When a vessel with cargo shall apply to a ship-broker on 
entering, it will be exempt from all dues on clearing in ballast. 

5. The freight-brokerage includes the despatch of a stamped 
copy of the contract to cach of the parties. 

6. Brokerage dues on vessels with cargoes (whether sailing or 
steam) cannot be less than the charges paid on the same vessels in 
ballast. 


The following table, based on statistics published in the “ Journal 
Officiel” of the 17th February last shows the 
Railways in 1899. length of railways and tramways open to traffic 
in France and Algeria on the 31st December, 
1899, distinguishing the number of miles added, in each case, 
since the 31st December, 1898 :— 


, Total length of Line 
Description of Line. ‘Stine open to traffic on 
* || 3lst December, 1899. 
Miles. Miles. 
France— 
Lines of general interest ae iia 219 23,599 
Lines of local interest ... “si ane 96 2,754 
Total railways ose bis 315 26,353 
Tramways San 278 2,319 
Algeria— 
Lines of general interest 96 ‘vs Nil. 1,821 
Lines of local interest ... ae ist Nil. Nil. 
Total railways... Mil. 1,821 
Tramways... 20 | 99 
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ITALY. 


A despatch, dated 9th February, has been received from 
c—- H.M. Ambassador at Rome, with reference to 
tate bounties on Italian shipbuilding and navigati 
and the financial statement made on the 28th 
November last, in this connection, by the Italian Minister of the 
Treasury. It was pointed out that the result of the law of 1885, 
which was the first to introduce the system of bounties, had been 
to impose on the Treasury a burden amounting in ten years to 
lire 39,279,123 (1,571,1641.), during which period, however, the 
tonnage of ships built and added to the mercantile marine amounted 
to 180,000 tons. 

The law of 1896 gave a further stimulus to the shipbuilding 
trade. The tonnage of vessels already launched since it came into 
operation is 61,149 tons, that of vessels in course of construction 
is 146,226 tons, and it is intended to build ships to the extent of 
61,360 tons. The burden imposed on the State by this system 
of bounties is however becoming serious, the amount for which 
it is liable during the current year being lire 10,800,000 (432,000/.), 
a sum which would be considerably increased in future years. It is 
therefore proposed to limit the expenditure to lire 10,000,000 
(400,0007.) 

H.M. Ambassador further states that there is but little that is 
essential to add to the foregoing summary, beyond recording the 
fact that a Bill in the sense indicated has been introduced into the 
Chamber and referred in the ordinary course to a committee, which 
has not as yet issued a report. It appears clear that in 1885, when 
the system of moderate bounties described by Signor Boselli as 
an “economic heresy” was introduced, the state of the Italian 
Mercantile Marine had fallen to a very low ebb. The effect of the 
law was therefore distinctly beneficial, by substituting steamships 
for sailing vessels, and increasing the tonnage from 200,000 to 
400,000 tons. 

The law of the 23rd July, 1896, which was intended to give a 
further impulse in the same direction, went much further; 
higher freights and the opening out of new routes of com- 
munication afforded additional incentives, with the result that 
shipbuilding has become a profitable business. 

Following the example set at Genoa, shipbuilding yards have 
been constructed at Leghorn, in the Peninsula of Sorrento, at 
Venice, and even at Paler mo. 

This unforeseen result, while most sinetagoos to the ship- 
building interest, threatens to cripple the resources of the State, 
and the expenditure on bounties, which, for the current year, is 
placed at 10,800,000 lire (432,0001.), would, unless checked, 
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increase each year, and would amount in 1905-6 to 26,600,000 lire 
(1,064,000/.). 

As might be expected, however, the Bill introduced by the 
Government, limiting the amount to be expended on bounties 
to an annual sum of 10,000,000 lire (400,000/.), has raised great 
opposition on the part of the shipbuilders, ironmasters and the 
numerous trades interested in the question who have looked 
forward to a continuance of the present prosperous condition, and 
a Committee of Conciliation has been formed at Genoa, with the 
object of effecting an arrangement between opposing interests on 
an equitable basis. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch, dated 21st February, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at 


“ PE eA a” Vienna, forwarding a Memorandum relating to 
arise in the freight tariff of the Austrian- 
Lloyd Steamship Company to the Far East, 


which it is stated will take effect from to-day 
(March 1st, 1900) on shipments consigned beyond the Suez Canal. 
In conformity with the provisions of the contract between the 
steamship company and the Imperial Government, the change 
contemplated has been duly submitted to the Ministry of Com- 
merce, and has received Government sanction. 

An official “ communiqué” of the 20th ultimo, declares that the 
rise in freights has been rendered necessary in consequence of the 
present high price of English coal. Whereas in previous years 
ships’ coal could be obtained for from 9s. to 12s. a ton, its present 
price varies from 20s. to 30s. It is consequently estimated that 
the Austrian-Lloyd Steamship Company must be prepared for an 
increase in its coal-bill for 1900 to the extent of some two million 
crowns. In order to avoid a deficit the company has therefore, in 
common with other steamship lines, been obliged to raise its 
freight-tariff as already stated, but stress is laid on the fact that 
the increased freights will only last as long as the abnormally high 
price of coal continues. 

The following articles, however, are excepted from any increase 
in freight :—Sugar, bentwood furniture, beads, and matches. 

Of the merchandise conveyed beyond the Suez Canal by the 
Austrian-Lloyd Steamship Company, sugar forms by far the most 
important item. More than half of the cargo consigned to India and 
Japan from Austro-Hungarian ports is composed of this article. 
No rise in sugar freights was possible, however, inasmuch as 
an agreement was concluded between the steamship company and 
the Government in October last, to the effect that during the 
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present export “campagne ” the freight on sugar should not exceed 
14s. per ton to India and 20s. to Japan. 

The principal articles, other than sugar, exported to the Far East 
from Austria-Hungary, comprise paper, wine, enamelled cooking 
utensils, woollen and cotton goods, fancy goods, metal goods, and 
buttons. 


UNITED STATES. 


A despatch, dated 8th February, has been received at the 
The Canal from Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Chicago, 
: he Containing a report drawn up by Mr. Vice- 
Binge a Consul Erskine on the new drainage canal 
Mississippi. constructed by the City of Chicago for the 
purpose of dealing with its sewage and at the same time ultimately 
making a waterway and ship canal from the lakes to the sea by 
way of the Mississippi River. 

The British Vice-Consul reports that water was turned into the 
new canal on 3rd January, 1900, and on 10th January the basin at 
the Bear trap dam was full. On 15th January, the Governor of 
Illinois, being satisfied with the report presented by the commission 
appointed by him, gave leave to turn the water through the sluice 
gates, which was immediately done. 

In making the canal some new methods were used. On two 
sections, cars, specially constructed, were loaded by steam shovels, 
and drawn by steam hoists up a steep incline to a proper height, 
where they ran on to a tipple and were automatically dumped. 
Each line was equipped with two four-yard cars which loaded and 
dumped alternately. 

On two other sections the contractors erected bridges spanning 
the spoil bank at proper height, their supporting piers being 
carried on trucks which travelled on tracks parallel with the 
channel. From the channel end of the bridge an inclined track 
ran down into the cut. In connection with this, two eight-yard 
cars were used, which were successively loaded by steam shovels, 
drawn up the incline on to the bridge by steam hoists, and then 
automatically dumped and immediately returned to the pit. An 
output of 100 yards per hour was probably sustained by this 
combination of devices. 

Another conveying machine worthy of notice was designed by 
Messrs. Hoover & Mason, and was constructed on a mammoth 
scale. It was essentially a bridge spanning the channel, with 
cantilever arms projecting far beyond on each side to overhang the 
spoil area. On this structure were mounted the necessary sprocket 
wheels and other machinery for carrying a series of steel pans 
which formed the conveyor belt. ‘lhe structure was 640 feet from 
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end to end, mounted on trucks travelling upon tracks parallel with 
the channel, and its capacity was 500 cubic yards per hour. 

On another section the material was taken from the steam 
shovel by cars fitted with pneumatic dumping apparatus, the 

wer for which was supplied from the locomotive. The engine- 
driver operated these dumps just as he would apply air-brakes, 

When finally completed, this channel will be a free waterway, 
navigable for any craft drawing less than 20 feet of water. 

The cutting being made by this district constitutes nearly two- 
thirds of the entire cost of creating a channel from Chicago to the 
Mississippi, which would be navigable for the largest boats which 
will be able to ply between St. Louis and New Orleans, after the 
present plans for the improvement of the Mississippi have been 
completed, but this plan will have to be taken in hand by the 
Federal Government. 


Distance from Lake Michigan to Lockport —... ... 85 miles. 
conflux of Illinois and 
Fall from Lake Michigan ... 170 feet, 


A Memorandum has been received at the Board of Trade, through 
Foreign Office, showing the steel vessels 
reported under construction, or under contract, 
Steel Vessels. § shipyards on the sea coast of the United 
States in January, 1900, the statement concerning merchant 
vessels being furnished in response to enquiries addressed on 
17th January by the Bureau of Navigation to the managers of the 
yards. The statement concerning war vessels is furnished by the 
Navy Department. The vessels are all steam vessels, no steel 
sailing vessels having been reported at the present time. 
The returns cover 50 war vessels, of 140,313 tons (displace- 


ment). Besides these, Congress has authorised six war vessels of 


76,500 tons (displacement), contracts for which have not been let. 
Ten steamships of 81,600 gross tons are returned as for the 
foreign trade; two for the Pacific Mail Steamship Company ; two 
for the International Navigation Company ; three for the Oceanic 
Steamship Company (Spreckels) ; and three for the New York and 
Cuba Mail Steamship Company. All of these vessels are eligible 
for subsidy under the Ocean Mail Act of 1891. The three Oceanic 
steamships necessarily stop at Hawaii, en voute to Australia, and the 
two Pacific mail steamships may stop there en route to Asia. For 
the Hawaiian trade four steamships of 26,500 gross tons in all are 
reported, and for the coasting trade 45 vessels of 76,007 gross tons. 

The statement should not be construed as indicating the ton- 
nage which can be built and Jaunched on the United States 
seaboard during twelve months, as it is greatly in excess of that 
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amount. Some of the war vessels have already been about three 
years in building, and others require more than a year to com- 
plete. Some of the merchant steamships will not be launched for 
more than a year, and some have been contracted for but not 
begun. 

The report is believed to cover all the sea-coast yards where 
steel construction is now in progress, though enquiries addressed 
to five of the yards have not been answered. 


JAPAN. 


A despatch, dated 28th December last, has been received at the 
e reportin at an Imperial Ordinance, publishe 

Trading Port. Official ” of the date, 
provides for the opening of the port of Itozaki, in the Province of 
Bingo, to foreign trade from the Ist June, 1900. 

The port has excellent accommodation, but it is not possible at 
present to express an opinion regarding its commercial possibilities. 
Ttozaki is a new name for Matsuhama, marked on the Admiralt 
chart of Japan in east longitude 133° 6’ and north latitude 34° 24’. 


| 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


he Board of 'I'rade have received, through the courtesy of the 
Mining Agent-General for Western Australia, copies 
of the following Acts recently passed relating to 
mining in that colony :— 
XXXV.—An Act to prevent the unnecessary employment of 
labour in mines on Sundays. 
XLVIII.—An Act to amend the Mineral Lands Act of 1892. 
XLIX.—An Act to amend the Mines Regulation Act of 1895, 
and to make further provision for the inspection of mines 
and collieries. 
XLIII.—An Act to encourage the recovery of gold by sluicing, 
dredging, and other means. 
XXXI.—An Act to amend the Mining on Private Property Act, 
1898. 
- The above Acts may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Legislation. 


RUSSIA. 


* Le Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople ” of 
Production of = the 10th January, states that 651 pouds of gold, 
Geld end valued at 750,000 roubles, were produced in 
Platinum in the Ural District in 1899, as against 611 pouds in 
rater 1898. The yield of platinum was 380 pouds in 
Ural District. 1899, as against 364 in 1898. The platinum 
bearings belonging to Count Schouvaloff yielded a third of the 
whole production, the works of the Prince de Donato, supplying 
70 pouds, while a foreign joint-stock company produced from 100 
to 120 pouds. Owing to the greatly increased price of platinum, 
additional operations are being undertaken in the platinum- 
bearing soils. 


The “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of 16th ultimo, reports that the total 
Naphtha production of naphtha in Russia in 1899, 
amounted to 524,400,000 pouds, against 
486,000,000 pouds in 1898 (poud = 36 lbs. 

avoirdupois). ‘I'he production of the most meagan Russian 
naphtha undertakings was as follows :— . 
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— 1898. 1899. 

Pouds. Pouds. 
Nobel Bros... 45,000,000 95,000,000 
A. J. Mantashev & Co. fee er xk 52,300,000 46,418,000 
Caspian Co. ” 33,230,000 32,900,000 


FRENCH GUIANA. 

According to a statement published in the “ Dépéche Coloniale” 
. ; of the 25th February last, the output of gold in 
eat et French Guiana for the twelve months ended 

in 1899. 31st December last, was 2541°35 kilogrammes. 


JAPAN. 


According to a report of the German Consul-General at Yokohama, 
Sutin as published in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of 16th 
: February, it has been known from very early 

Production. times that the Province of Ichigo, in Japan, 
contains rich petroleum deposits, but the working of these deposits 
was not commenced till 1875, as before the introduction of petro- 
leum lamps into Japan no use was found for the oil. In 1875 
about 9,000 hectolitres (200,000 gallons) of raw petroleum were 
obtained, though the petroleum does not seem to have been sys- 
tematically worked for several years, owing to lack of capital. 
Recently, however, several large companies have been formed, 
which between them work about a quarter of the petroleum fields. 
The total capital of these companies is estimated at about 320,0001., 
and the total length of the pipe lines which convey the petroleum 
to the refineries and to points of despatch is about 40 miles. The 
production in 1898, in the absence of official statistics, has been 
estimated at about 11,000,000 gallons of raw petroleum, from which 
about 5,000,000 gallons of refined oil were obtained. 

The imports of petroleum into Japan in 1898 amounted to about 
56,500,000 gallons, the chief countries of origin being the United 
States and Russia, though a small quantity was also imported from 
Sumatra. It may hence be concluded that at the present time 
only about one-tenth of the petroleum used in Japan is of native 
origin, but it is to be expected that, as the petroleum fields are 
more fully developed, the proportion of native petroleum will 
considerably increase. 

Although the wholesale market price of petroleum varies con- 
siderably in Japan, it is usually the case that the native product is 
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somewhat cheaper than the imported ; for example the prices ruling 
in November last for a case of petroleum, containing 10 gallons, 
was for American 2°99 yen, for Russian 2°98 yen, and for Japanese 
2°75 to 2°80 yen (yen =: 2s, 0$d.). At present, however, Japanese 
petroleum is scarcely of such good quality as the imported oil. The 
Qonsul concludes by saying that the working of the petroleum 
springs is being followed with the greatest attention, as petroleum 
is now used for lighting in almost every house in Japan. The 
consumption is daily increasing, and may be expected to increase 
even more rapidly as the oil becomes more and more used as a 
heating material for locomotives and other large steam engines, 


According to a report, recently received at the Foreign Office from 
Sion the Consular District of Hiogo and Osaka, metals 
wes ith take the third place in the list of imports into 
Competition wit) Japan. Amongst these, bar-iron took the 
British Rails. = jeading place in 1898 with 30,000 tons, value 
175,000/., as against 22,000 tons, value 130,000/., in 1897. Pig- 
iron shows a similar advance, being over 35,000 tons, value 
80,0001., as against 26,000 tons, value 60,000/., inthe preceding year. 
Plate and sheet iron made even a greater stride, rising from 7,500 
tons in 1897 to 11,000 tons in 1898. The most marked decrease 
was in rails, of which hardly 3,200 tons were taken, value 
118,0001., being only two-thirds of the amount imported the year 
before, the drop being mainly at the expense of the British manu- 
facturer, the United States having now ousted the United King- 
dom from the leading place. ‘The average import of rails for all 
Japan during the last three years has been something over 
250,000/. sterling, of which half was taken by Hiogo. Up till 
1896 American rails were unheard of in Japan, but in that year 
they made a promising first appearance, forming nearly a sixth of 
the total import. In the following year they reached more than a 
third, and last year more than a half, being double that of the 
British share, which fell from over 200,000. in 1896 to 80,0001. 
in 1898. Belgian and German rails. were not of much account, 
but they, too, have suffered from the American competition. The 
Belgian rails fell from 29,0001. in 1897 to about a quarter of that 
amount, whilst the German fell only from 17,000. to 13,0001. As 
showing the vigorous forward tendency of the American article, 
it may be mentioned that a few months ago an order was settled 
in Kobe for some 8,000 tons of rails, value close on 60,0001., for 
which Carnegie’s underbid the lowest British offer by 13s. 6d. per 
ton. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,379.) 
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AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 

: received from the inspectors and officers of 

in the week ended 24th February, 1900, 
were as follow :— 


Wheat... 268. 3d. 
Barley... 258. Id. 


For further particulars see p. 506. 


A statement will be found on p. 508 of the quantities of the 
principal kinds of agricultural produce 
| Pin sal imported into the United Kingdom during the 
Produ week ended the 24th February ; the quantities 
_ imported during the corresponding week of 

1899 have been added for the purposes of comparison. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom, 
eat during the week ended the 22nd ult., was 91,523 
Cotton Statistics. 4 the number exported 8,118. During the 
first eight weeks of the current year, which ended 22nd February, 
639,608 bales of cotton were imported and 68,812 exported. 


For further particulars see p. 507. 


RUSSIA, 


The ‘Reichs-Anzeiger,” of 12th February states that the 

administration of State Domains in the 
Oil of Roses Caucasus has for some years been making 
experiments in the cultivation of different 
foreign plants of economic use, as for example, the large teaplanta- 
tions laid out at Chakva, near Batoum. The result of these has 
been to show that tea can be successfully cultivated on the Eastern 
Coast of the Black Sea. Last year several young rose trees were 
obtained from Kasanlyk, in Bulgaria, and planted at Kachetien, 
in the Tiflis Government. These have all grown well,and show for the 
first year’s yield about 54 ozs. per acre, as well as a quantity of rose- 
water, The result of the analysis of the oil of roses was eminently 
satisfactory ; it showed that the Caucasian oil was of even better 
quality than the Bulgarian. In consequence of the satisfactory 
results of this experimental cultivation, the Administration of 
Domains is laying out fresh plantations in the current year, and 


the Caucasus. 
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as observations, extending over many years, show that the hail- 
storms which might have proved injurious to the roses never set 
in till the middle of May, and the gathering of the rose-leaves 
takes place in April, the crop is thus secure from this danger. 


GERMANY. 


According to official statistics, published in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger ” 
of the 13th ult., the production of raw sugar 
Sugar Production. from beetroots, &c., in Germany, during the 
month of January last was 85,241 tons, and 
the production of refined sugar was 124,319 tons. During the 
six months ended 31st January, 1900, the first six months of the 
1899-1900 sugar campaign, the production of raw sugar was 
1,503,557 tons, as compared with 1,443,232 tons during the 
corresponding six months of 1898-99, and the production of 
refined sugar 635,358 tons, as compared with 645,658 tons. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Pioneer Mail” of 2nd February reports that an inter- 
Petroleum Trade °Sting. development in the petroleum trade 
‘ of India is inaugurated by the recent arrival in 
with Burmah. = Cajeutta of the steamer “ Syrian” from Ran- 
goon, with a cargo of kerosine oil in bulk. This is the first of a 
line of steamers which has been ‘started by the Burmah Oil Company 
with a view to supplying the principal markets of India with 
refined burning and lubricating oils obtained from the oil fields of 
Burmah. A second steamer for the same trade will shortly com- 
mence running, and these two steamers will run regularly between 
Rangoon and Calcutta, each being expected to discharge two 
cargoes of oil per month. The steamers have been especially built 
and designed for this trade, and will burn oil (also produced by 
the company) as fuel instead of coal. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


According to the “Sydney Trade Review,” of 13th January, 
the total trade of the port of Sydney during 

1899 amounted in value to 40,966,853/., against 
37,075,5011. in 1898, being an increase of 
3,891,352/. The imports were responsible for an increase of 
3,054,211/., and the exports for 837,141/. There was an excess of 
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imports over exports of 1,316,783/. The following shows the total 
figures in comparison with those of 1898 :-— 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
1398, 1899. «1898, 1899. 
& £ | £ £ 
Merchandise 15,806,028 18,734,923 | 12,268,799 | 15,739,396 
Gold... sof 2,281,579 2,406,895 6,719,095 4,085,639 
Total sie £} 18,087,607 21,141,818 | 18,987,894 | 19,025,035 


"The following table will show the value of the exports of some 
of the principal articles from Sydney from Jst January to 29th 
December, 1899, as compared with 1898 :— 


Articles, 1899. 1898. 
! | 
H £ | 
Meat .. 517,653 475,217 
Skins and ‘hides 803,887 709,853 


As regards the re-export trade of Sydney, the same journal adds 
that under almost every head there is a very substantial increase 
in value as compared with last year. 

The statement issued by the Minister for Mines shows that the 
amount of gold won in New South Wales during 1899 reached a 
total of 509,418 ounces, valued at 1,236,985/., being 168,925 
ounces in excess of the output of 1898, and the highest yield for 
many years. 


GERMANY. 


The “ Reichs-Anzeiger,” of 24th February, publishes an Imperial 
: Ordinance, dated 17th of that month, giving 

anon a! effect to the treaties of friendship with Tonga 
- and Samoa, and to the treaty of friendship, 


commerce and navigation, with Zanzibar. The Ordinance further 
declares that former treaties of friendship relating to the German 
and American parts of the Samoa group, will lapse with the day 
on which the Governments of the United States and Germany take 
possession of their respective spheres. 
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NETHERLANDS, 


The following table, taken from the “ Bulletin Commercial,” of 

Export Trade of Brussels, of the 10th February, shows the 

principal exports from Sumatra during recent 

Sumatra, years. ‘The quantities are stated in piculs 

(1334 lbs. avoirdupois), except in the case of skins, which are 
recorded by number :— 


— 1889. 1893. 1897, 1898. 
| | | 
No. | No No. No 

Skins... 82,018 | «(27,898 43,360 | 51,985 
Ficuls. |  Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. 
Copra 43,360 89,297 
Coffee 115,467 | 69,036 71,882 48,875 
Rattan 29,734 13,620 20,696 12,945 
Damar gum... or sae 6,490 4,980 7,200 9,519 
Cassia vera ... 7,054 11,697 16,116 8,808 
Gambier... 5,045 5,370 8,118 7,622 
Tobacco 3,433 6,681 8,467 7,316 
Gutta-percha 1,252 1,893 1,961 4,087 
Benzoin gum 5,083 | 6,011 5,156 3,643 
Nutmegs ... 3,484 | 5,511 3,492 3,014 
Mace 659 | 884 1,060 1,005 
Buffalo horns ion ae 196 287 409 | 518 
Black pepper 3,062 155 25 25 

| 

FRANCE. 


A despatch, dated 18th January, has been received at the 

Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Tamatave, 
Cus stating that the French Government has at 
in Madagascar. jas consented to the withdrawal of what is 
called in Madagascar “ cut money,’—that is, the five-franc-piece, 
which the Malagasy were wont to cut in fragments, weighing from 
two shillings to the size of a grain of rice, in order to have change 
and to facilitate mercantile transactions. 

The Government of Madagascar is authorised to withdraw this 
cut money at the rate of 30 grammes for 5 francs, and to replace 
it by the silver divisions of the five-franc-piece and by copper 
money. 

As there is about 6 millions of francs’ worth of this cut money 
throughout Madagascar this will give a great impetus to trade 
generally, and will be hailed as a boon, both by the Malagasy 
people and by European traders, who had a considerable amount 
of that money in their hands. An “arreté” relative to this cut 
money had been published in the “Journal Officiel.” 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


Since 1st January the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Vienna 
: . Museum has (according to the “ Moniteur 
Boo ol Officiel du Commerce,” of 8th February) much 
extended its sphere of operations. So long as the 


* = a means at the disposal of the branch will permit, 
a” commercial information will be supplied free of 


charge to those interested. The information to 
be afforded may be placed under two headings :— 
(a) General information, i.e., irrespective of any enquiry— 

1. Detailed information concerning special articles and their 
sale in foreign markets (locality of the market, market 
customs, introduction upon the market), and later on pro- 
vision for the supply of sanrples, models, &c., will be made. 

2. Advice upon trade openings generally, delivery of goods, 
inventions, technical progress, &c. 

(1) Information obtained by request with regard to— 
. The sources of supply of certain products, and special 
opportunities for openings. 
. Transmission of samples of specific articles. 
. Preliminary information with a view to establishing export 
relations. 
4. Information upon the status of houses established abroad. 
5. Information in regard to Customs tariffs, freight charges, 
protection of merchandise marks and patents for in- 
ventions. 
6. Legal advice and assistance in recovering debts abroad. 


So bo 


SERVIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Belgrade, respecting the new: Servian Law 
authorising a tax on the gross profits of 
merchants and business men. 

In view of the prejudicial effect upon trade which a strict 
enforcement of the above Law might produce, it would appear to be 
advisable for foreign manufacturers having business dealings with 
Servia to exercise considerable prudence, and not to allow more 
than six months’ credit until it is certain that the new tax will not 
be applied in all its rigour. 


New Business 
Tax. 
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MONTENEGRO. 


The French Chargé d’ Affaires, in a report from Ragusa published 
in the “ Moniteur Officiel” of February 22nd, 

Trade in 1898. states that the imports into Montenegro in 

1898 amounted to 96,766 quintals, of a value 
of about 118,069/., the principal countries of origin being Austria, 
Russia, Italy, Turkey, France, England, and Servia. Austria 
naturally takes the first place, and amongst the articles imported 
into Montenegro from that country are:—Manufactured goods, 
colonial produce, iron, flour, spirits, tiles, bricks and cement, sugar, 
rice, beer, wine, fruits, drugs, soap, petroleum, candles and matches, 
furniture, paper, skins, metals, paints, tar, &c. From Turkey come 
rice, flour, maize, wine, comestibles, petroleum and ironware ; from 
Italy, clothing, candles, salt and rice ; from England, cottons ; from 
France, wine and preserves; from Russia, maize. 

The exports were 30,125 quintals of merchandise and 114,236 
head of cattle; the total value of the exports was 98,330. 
Montenegro exports :—To Austria, oil, wool, oxen, sheep, goats, 
lambs, sumach, and in general almost all kinds of domestic produce ; 
to Italy, sheep and swine, smoked meat and salt fish; to Malta, 
oxen; to France, sheep and swine; to Servia, smoked fish and 
olive oil ; to Turkey, sheep and swine. 

Austria continues to monopolise almost the whole of the foreign 
trade of Montenegro, and competition is very difficult on account 
of the proximity of Austria-Hungary, and of the facilities 
for trade afforded by it to the principality. Most of the 
trade goes through Cattaro ; the ports of Antivari and Dulcigno, 
owing to the difficulty of transport from the interior, are unable to 
compete with the Austrian port. A project has, however, been 
recently discussed in a Trieste paper for the construction of a line 
of railway from Antivari to Podgaritsa (with transhipment at Vir 
Bazar on the Scutari Lake), which is said to be contemplated by a 
Belgian company. Such an enterprise which, if difficult to carry 
out, is at least possible of realisation, would entirely modify the 
situation of the Montenegrin ports, and render the principality 
more independent as regards transit of merchandise. 


BRAZIL. 


The “Sonth American Journal,” of 17th February, reports 
that an exhibition of the products of the State 
of Rio Grande do Sul is to be held at Porto 
Alegre, on the 15th of November next, that 
being the eleventh anniversary of the procla- 


Forthcoming 
Exhibition at 
Porto Alegre. 


mation of the Republic. The exhibition will comprise the following 
sections :— (1) Pastoral and agricultural products, machinery, and 
appliances. (2) Industrial products. (3) Applications of science 
and art. The exhibition is estimated to cost 168,916 dols. 
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ECUADOR. 


A report of the French Consul-General at Quito, published in the 
“Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of the 15th 


wire veoh February, states that the past year has not 
m8 been a barren one for the Republic of Ecuador. 
the year 1899. 


From a commercial point of view great progress 
has been made. Exports have increased considerably, especially 
of agricultural products (principally cocoa-nuts), the yield having 
greatly improved. 

The present Government has given a great impetus to the 
development of means of communication. The construction of 
roads from Pailon and Manabi, which will connect the capital 
with the coast, is rapidly proceeding, whilst the railway from 
Chimbo gives employment to a thousand men. It will, however, 
be some considerable time before the latter will be in working 
order. 


JAPAN. 


A case of considerable interest to foreign merchants, which 
, attracted attention to the working of the 
— Ping apanese Law Courts, is alluded to in the 
latest Consular Report from Hiogo and Osaka 
Trade Marks. (Foreign Office, Annual Series 2,379). Three 
Japanese conspired to counterfeit the “ Kingfisher” trade mark 
of a well-known London firm of tobacco manufacturers. The 
forging of labels was entrusted to one of the trio, and the making 
of boxes to another. Some thousands of boxes filled with inferior 
tobacco were manufactured and sold in Osaka in the autumn. On 
the facts coming to the knowledge of Messrs. Wills, a complaint 
was made, and the three accused were convicted and suitably 
fined. In connection with this case, a point to be noted 
by British manufacturers is that, in prosecutions of this kind, 
it is incumbent on a plaintiff to prove “knowledge” on the 
defendant’s part of the fact of the Japanese registration of the 
trade mark. If it is not feasible for the maker to stamp the words 
“ registered trade mark” in Japanese on his labels, he should at 
least give prominence to the fact of registration in Japan in all 
advertisements. 
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Liverpool—A meeting of the committee of the African trade 
section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on 20th 
February last, Mr. Alfred L. Jones, chairman of the section; 
presiding. 

The Colonial Office furnished copies of the survey of the proposed 
extension of the Sierra Leone (Kwalu) Railway from Rotifunk to: 
Mano and Bo, and asked for an expression of opinion from the 
committee as to the proposed extension. Members of the African 
sectional committee of the Manchester Chamber had been invited 
to attend this meeting in order that the recommendations of the 
two Chambers might bein accord. As that Chamber was, however, 
unable to be represented at the Liverpool meeting it was decided 
to meet in a conference at the Manchester Chamber on the subject 
on Ist March. 


Nottingham.—An ordinary meeting of this Chamber was held on 
22nd February last, Mr. F. Acton, J.P., in the chair. 

A communication was read from the Board of Trade stating that 
an international conference on the subject of the metric system, 
as applied to the numbering of cotton yarns, in order to obtain 
uniformity, would be held by the French Government during the 
_ forthcoming exhibition in Paris. As the Nottingham Chamber 
had previously (in 1894) brought this matter to the notice of the 
Board of Trade, the latter authority asked to be furnished with the 
observations of the Chamber as to the suggested international 
conference. ‘The matter was referred to the Home Trade Committee. 
A letter was received from the clerk of the School Board stating 
that, in addition to the facilities for sewing machine instruction 
already noted in a previous letter from the Board, the Jones 
Sewing Machine Company had done most excellent work in 
popularising the teaching of the use of sewing machines to 
Nottingham school children, inasmuch as they had given 20 sewing 
machines to the Board schools, and provided an instructress free 
of charge to attend any school where her services were requisitioned. 
The company also gave gratuitous instruction in machine work to 
girls leaving school, and were prepared to supply young machinists 
to any manufacturers making application. 

The attention of the Chamber was drawn to the proposed 
exhibition of textile fabrics to be held at Earl’s Court. Forms of 
application, it was stated, might be obtained from Mr. Wigley, 
and space would he granted free of cost to hona fide textile 
manufacturers. 
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Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the quantities sold and average price of 
British corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as 
received from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the week 
ended 24th February, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat one 69,534 26 «3 
Oats ... 21,132 6 16 9 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of 
the years from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. | . Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Qrs. Bus. | Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. s. d, iad 
6 


1896... 36,300 5 64,729 | 21815 5 2110 | 13 10 
1897 ...| 49,040 7 51,865 6 | 17490 28 2 | 16 
1898 ....| 69,262 1 | 54,823 7/ 20485 3 | 35 5 27 6 | 1710 
1899 ...| 69,620 1 52,015 0 | 20425 86 7) 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Numsek of Baves of Corron Imrorren and Exrortyp 
at the Various Porrs of the Unirep Kinepom during the Week 
and 8 Weeks ended 22nd February, 1900. 


Week 8 Weeks 
ended ended 
22nd February, | 22nd February, 
1900. 1900, 
IMPORTS. 
Brazilian ee 2,100 | 18,247 
East Indian ... 1,866 
Egyptian. | 4,823 135,244 
Miscellaneous ... 1,026 5,821 
Total... 1,523 639,608 
| EXPORTS. 
American ove ove 4,017 34,249 
East Indian ve | 1,303 | 3,745 
Egyptian vee ee” | 1,518 26,929 
| | 
Miscellaneous ... | 290 | 1,894 
Total | | 68,812 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Statement showing the Quantities of certain kinds of 
Propuce imported into the Unrrep Kinepom in the week ended 24th 
February, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended Correspond- 


Feb, 24th, week 
1990. in 1899, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... eee Number | 10,258 8,186 
Sheep and lambs ... | 11,960 11,256 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef = Cwts. 67,627 30,828 
Pork | 16,549 14,667 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Hams bes = 36,807 12,835 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... = 10,183 7,691 
Meat, ‘preserved, otherwise than by salting 14,923 4,423 
Dairy produce and 
Milk, condense ... 17,556 16,408 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk... i | 210 171 
Eggs ... Grt. Hundr. 357,746 257,460 
Poultry and game Value £ | 39,800 39,476 
Rabbits, dead (not iinned) Cwts, | 1,822 2,451 
Lard at 39,441 33,004 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— | 
Wheat... Cwts. | 715,000 737,500 
Wheat-meal and flour... | 257,400 471,300 
Peas | 48,500 31,800 
Maize or Indian corn... | 726,400 1,173,500 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels. 
Apricots and peaches* 1900 | 25 
Bananas* ... Bunches | 21,092 
Cwts. Bushels, 
Cherries > 
Currants* ... 
Gooseberries* 
Grapes Entered by the | 128 609 
Lemons >| bushel prior to 25,807 13,688 
Oranges | 1900 128,739 283,369 
Pears 179 68 
Plums | 30 42 
Unenumerated ... = 1,735 20,848 
Hops ... Cwts. 1,721 3,707 
Vegetables, raw :— | 
Bushels 135,524 111,803 
Potatoes ... Cwts. 36,912 14,079 
Tomatoest... 14,125 | . - 
Unenumerated Value £ 15 207 20,606 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900, 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 
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Foreign Trade of British India. 
1.—Imports into British India from Foreign Countries. 
Nine months, Ist April 
to 3lst December. 
I Decrease. 
1898, | 1899. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... 26,98,371 25,22,069 1,76,302 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar ... one | 2,50,82,199 2,54,20,819 3,38,620 
Other articles... eee 3,69.71,823 4,15,69,285 45,97 ,462 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware) ... | 1,04,06,153 1,17,19,015 13,12,862 
Metals ... 3,65,25,456 3,14,22,298 we 51,03,158 
Machinery and millwork ... | 2,25,99,107 1,86,87,082 39,12,025 
Railway plant and rolline- 
stock (other than Govei.:- 
ment stores) Ps 1,88,77,718 2,26,71,734 37,94,016 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, tan- 
ning materials . « | 1,43,36,509 1,43,00,961 35,548 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral 2,21,04,407 | 2,00,57,563 20,46,844 
Other oils 26,535,562 18,18,153 8,35,409 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 2,14,75,740 2,95,27,612 80,51,872 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn... | 1,89,50,150 | 1,80,50,160 8,99,990 
Cotton piece goods .., 17,25,86,147 19,76,54,482 2,50,68,335 
Other articles deo 8,25,42,001 9,48,35,825 1,22,93,824 
Total of all Imports ... | 48,78,09,343 | 53,02,57,058 | 4,24,47,715 


Cc 


510 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[March 1, 1900. 


Foreign Trade of British India—continued. 
2.—Eaports of Indian Produce and Manufacture from British 


India to Foreign Countries. 


Nine months, Ist April 
to 3lst December. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living ... 11,01,430 13,338,784 2,32,354 
I1.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice 9,91,43,817 8,12,14,362 oe 1,79,29,455 
Wheat ... 9,20,90,706 4,22,34,497 4,98,56,209 
Tea 7,09,51,649 | 8,06,35,22) 96,838,572 
Other articles... 2,33,47,671 2,67,41,221 33,93,550 on 
ITI.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 9,16,832 15,02,322 5,85,490 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning 
Opium 5,18,58,868 5,89,26,786 70,67 ,918 
Indigo ... 1,26,92,348 | 1,07,58,299 19,834,044 
Other articles... 86,23,536 96,47,037 10,23,501 o 
V.—Oils ... 59,03,682 61,96,505 2,92,823 = 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton ... 7,61,31,132 | 7,28,22,592 38,08,540 
Jute 4,68,29,533 5,86,82,725 1,18,53,192 
Oilseeds 9,20,95,166 | 8,13,09,682 1,07,85,484 
Other articles... 6,48,96,586 | 8,54,47,331 | 2,05,50,745 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
ly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn 4,84,17,510 5,61,69,662 77,52,152 
Cotton piece goods ... 77,90,219 96,88,125 18,97,906 
Other articles... 8,60,94,954 | 9,18,63,160 57,68,206 
Total of ail Exports ... | 78,88,85,634 | 77,46,73,311 _ 1,42,12,828 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the followin wae by places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottisw East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplemen hd. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... 
2375 Germany, Prussian 1897-1900 ... ld. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) ove 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ove 
2380 Venice (1898-99) eee 2d. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. a sc) Same 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on = of general and commercial interest have also been issued 


in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 
No Price 
519 Belgiwm.—¥ lax Industry of Courtrai_... 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies... 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ...| Id. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 4d. 
2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ...| 4d. 
3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France = 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 


two countries .. scat 
4 Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg sania the Reciprocal Protection 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. :— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements 


512 
No. | | Price. 
285 | Seychelles | : 
286 
287 
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